Confidence Before Christ
I John 3:19-23

Introduction: We can have confidence before Christ. 
I. The Recognition of Boldness before God - 3:19-21

A. Boldness Comes from a Loving Heart -3:19
ἐν τούτῳ - in this looks back to verse 18 -
﻿“My little children, ﻿﻿let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth”.
“By this we know that we are “of the truth”.
Questions:

What does “of the truth” mean?

What if you do not love in deed and truth?
One view is:

If you do love in deed and truth you are not a child of God, i.e. not saved.
“Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother”. (NIV)
Other uses of the phrase “of God” or “of something”:
Acts 5: 38-39

“If this plan or this work is of men, it will come to nothing; but if it is “of God”, you cannot overthrow it…” Meaning: If God is behind it.

Acts 11:2
“And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, ﻿﻿those of the circumcision contended with him” - The circumcision party was behind them”.
Galatians 3:12 

﻿“The law is not of faith, i.e. the law is not based on faith, or faith is not behind it”.
So, in verse 19 John is saying that the action of this one (loving his brother in deed and in truth) is based on truth and does have the approval of the Word of God. He is of the truth i.e. the truth is behind him or God is behind him. This knowledge will then assure the heart of this man before God.
Why does he need this assurance? 

It may be that he doubts whether he can love his brother in this way, especially with Christ as the example. Or maybe he doubts whether he is doing so at present.

This loving in deed and truth gives him assurance that he not only can love, but is actually doing so.

B. Boldness Is Threatened by a Condemning Heart - 3:20
Note the word, “brother”
If the heart does condemn us: 

Talk to your heart like David did in Psalm 42:5
“Why are you ﻿﻿cast down, O my soul? And why are you disquieted within me? Hope in God, for I shall yet praise Him ﻿﻿for the help of His countenance”
We can actually argue with our heart along two lines:

1) God is greater than our heart. For John, the word “God” can mean either the Father or the Son or Both. It seems that he means the Son here, because they don’t need to be reminded that the Father is greater and knows all things, 
But is the Son greater than my heart? John says, “Yes He is!” Whom are you going to believe - Jesus or your heart? He made you, all of you.
2) Jesus knows all things

Does He know that I love Him?

John 21:17
“And he [Peter]said to Him, “Lord, ﻿﻿You know all things; You know that I ﻿﻿love You.” 
Does he know how I feel? Yes He does!
Does He know what I am going through? Yes He does!

Does He know how these people are treating me? Yes He does!
We have a man in the heavens. He did not use His Divinity (i.e. His Divine attributes) while He was here on the earth. He lived as a man. He knows!
So, we can convince our doubting heart that we have confidence before Him.
C. Boldness is Strengthen by an Un-condemning Heart - 3:21
If I have convinced my heart or it did not doubt in the first place, I have confidence before God.

The word confidence, παρρησίαν is used in 2:28 as a reference to the coming of Christ.
When we love the brethren we have present boldness which can lead to that future boldness when we see him. We don’t need to wait for His coming to enjoy the fruit of this boldness
II. The Results of Boldness before God - 3:22-23

A. The Receiving - 3:22
1. The Asking - Boldness before the Lord is not just to stand there. It is to be enjoyed. 
We need to ask. James said, “you have not because you asked not”

It takes faith to ask God for anything.

Hebrews 11:6 

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him”.
2. The Answer 
We have whatever we asked from Him. That is an affirmative answer.

“Whatever” is limited - The person asking is “of the truth”.

He is in fellowship with the Father, the Son and his fellow believers. He is not going to ask the wrong things.

We’ll see this again in 1 John 5:14

“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that ﻿﻿if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us”.
B. The Reason - 3:23

1. The Statement
2. The Explanation

Conclusion:

